Eddy's chess journey through wins and loses this year was very enlightening. P4+ A2, AR A LT
EGRI K RV, BBV thiE R A2, Eddy started his chess journey last year by picking up a
library book, thanks to his mom, who started to take our kids to the library since they were very little. After a
summer's study, as a kindergartener, Eddy managed to beat all the kindergarten and 1st grade opponents in the
Central New Jersey tournament, winning his first 1st place trophy.

After that, as a proud dad, | was unable to curb my the thought that my son was a genius. Although now that |
think about it, it was a very dangerous path to go to.

So | gathered all the resources | can find to help Eddy to get to the next level. He surpassed all the kids in his
school, including those two grades higher than him. all those kids were scare of playing Eddy because he was a
very formidable player on the board.

After another 6 months of study, Eddy got 3rd place in Philly's Liberty Bell tournament, winning $167 prize
money. It was a very tough game with top players, including adults, from the east coast. The top 2 players
were all adults.

Then Eddy climbed to another peak by beating all his opponents in a Westfield tournament. His USCF rating
became 1337, ranked top 30 among the 7 years old in the country.

My pride reached the peak. It was not a good thing. | was totally blinded by all the trophies and achievements.
I wasn't ready for the downhill to come.

The following tournaments were mostly disasters. In a few of them, Eddy didn't win a single game. This
reminded me of Hemmingway's Old Man and the Sea. It was like being cursed.

To be honest, | had downs and ups in my life, but I have never felt so emotional on winning or losing. This
went on and on for a few months. That was really the darkest moments of my life.

Eddy even lost to a weak Indian opponent who has always been scared of playing Eddy. But gradually, all the
things | read from % A F14:MI1%: suddenly made total sense. & — EL& A f) 8 = 1 made total sense 1,
KTART, NETET.

What's more important? winning or being happy? Even if Eddy managed to become a world champion so
what? He still needs to worried about defending it. 7£ {4k A8 $f 4 5] _FIE,
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